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BOARD AND STAFF
Leadership Excellence for Area
Nonprofits (LEAN IN) is a new
nonprofit leadership program the
Kearney Area Community Foundation
is offering to leaders of organizations
in the community. Sessions are two
to three hours long, twice a month for
the next nine months. The program
launched in October.
Elijah Landell of Rising Tide
Leadership Development is
presenting and helping elevate
leaders and their organizations.
Through individual growth and
organizational training, LEAN IN will
provide building blocks to help raise
local organizations higher.
The majority of the program is
divided into three areas:
First, the group dives into
becoming connectors. Everyone
can communicate information,
but leaders know how to connect

with people. They will discuss and
practice connecting one-on-one, in
groups and with an audience.
Second, they take the principles of
connecting and work on developing
as influencers – a person who can
model, motivate and mentor; multiply
and increase their influences and
enhance their leadership capabilities.
Finally, participants “Develop the
Leader Within” through practical
applications and open discussions
to share what works for each of the
organizations represented.
“I am excited to provide these
resources to nonprofit organizations
here in Central Nebraska. Together
with the Kearney Area Community
Foundation, we ‘Create Leaders Who
Light the Way,’” said Elijah.
Ten nonprofit leaders were selected
to participate in this training.
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Give Where You Live
The Joy of Giving

As we near the end of a second year
rallying against a global pandemic, the
Kearney Area Community Foundation
is preparing for its ninth annual Give
Where You Live. Although there is light
at the end of the tunnel, uncertainty
lingers. Even during these challenging
times, our local nonprofit organizations
never stopped serving their community.
This year’s theme is “The Joy of Giving,”
which provides extra meaning as the
pandemic continues. Our world as we
know it has changed, but community
philanthropy and “The Joy of Giving”
can, and does prosper. Especially in
this generous community.

Give Where You Live brings people
together as one community, raising
money and awareness for our local
nonprofits. This community-wide
effort is powered by the Kearney Area
Community Foundation encouraging
area nonprofits to build their capacity,
find new donors and identify new
funding streams. Since Give Where
You Live’s inception in 2013, more
than $6.5 million has been raised
for local nonprofits.

Save the
Date!

Last year, despite the pandemic and
world “craziness”, our community
worked together toward a common
goal. We did amazing things — like
1.3 million of them! Together in
2021, we will do that again and
boost our community by donating to
local nonprofits registered for Give
Where You Live. Can we break last
year’s record and raise more than
$1,325,551?
Last year Faith Christian School
raised $111,201; local donors gave
$81,710 to the Pleasanton Volunteer
Fire Department; the Yanney Heritage
Park Foundation generated $67,264;
all in just 24 hours. Imagine the
possibilities when we Give Joy on
December 2, 2021.
Visit www.givewhereyoulive.net
to learn more about each of the
participating organizations and how
you can Give Joy. Give November
4 through December 2! Boost your
donation, lift your nonprofits and Give
Where You Live!

For more information visit www.givewhereyoulive.net
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Thursday,
December 2
Follow
@KearneyGives

Boost your donation with
prizes and incentives
awarded on December 2.

Lift our nonprofits! More
than $6.5 million has
been raised since 2013.

Give between November 4
and December 2 to make
a difference!

Different Ways to Donate
End of Year Giving

*Tax-free IRA contributions can be made to unrestricted, designated, special
funds (including Give Where You Live) or operating funds at the KACF. Gifts to
donor advised funds, private foundations, or to fund a charitable gift annuity
or charitable remainder trust do not qualify for preferential tax treatment.
You cannot receive any goods or services in order for an IRA rollover gift to
qualify for tax-free treatment. Please consult your tax adviser regarding the
deductibility of your gift.

Donor Advised Funds
A donor advised fund is a type of charitable giving fund that
is established by a donor with the Kearney Area Community
Foundation (KACF) to support causes that the donor cares about.
A donor advised fund allows the donor to remain involved and
active in charitable giving by retaining “advising privileges” to
recommend how KACF should make grants from the fund.
This allows donors to be strategic with their tax planning by
allowing every deposit into the fund to be tax deductible within
that same year*. The donor advisors may choose to give grants at
any time, to other nonprofits, not necessarily in the same year.
Not sure who to help this holiday season? Stop by our KACF
office at, 412 W 48th St. Suite #12; we would love to discuss your
interests and share our knowledge of local nonprofits with you!
Stock
Gifts of appreciated stock are like turning stock market gains into
community investments. Everybody wins when a donor makes a
gift of appreciated stock to KACF. The gains are put to good use.
The gift of stock is reinvested in our community and it qualifies
for an immediate tax deduction based on the full market value.
(Capital gains taxes will also be avoided!)
There is so much more we’d like you to know. For more information
and ideas on ways to integrate your financial planning with
charitable giving, ask your financial or tax advisor or contact the
Kearney Area Community Foundation.
*As always, please check with your tax adviser regarding the deductibility of
your gifts.

the Community

2021

Donating gives joy. Studies show that giving our time, energy
or monetary items makes us happier and gives us joy. We
are fortunate to live in a community with a multitude of giving
opportunities. It’s important to know that there are a handful of
different ways to give back.
You can direct different types of gifts to support participating
nonprofits in the Give Where You Live campaign from November
4 through December 2. And participating charities will receive
a partial match with the Foundation’s Challenge Match Pool of
$100,000.
IRAs
For instance, IRAs (individual retirement accounts) are a great
way, for those 70 ½ years or older to give back and receive an
incentive to do so. Such gifts made from your IRA (up to $100,000
per year) qualify toward your required minimum distribution (RMD)
and are not reportable as taxable income which helps lower your
taxes. You can request an IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution for
almost any type of fund.*

Handcrafted for

The Edison Society is reserved for those donors who would
like to help the Foundation at a higher level. Like the
inventor Thomas Edison, we are driven to be innovative,
provide a higher quality of life for others and shine light on
ideas and solutions that can make a difference today and in
the future.
Thank you for “Being the Light” in our community!

PLATINUM

A Word from Mindy Oman,
KACF Board Member,
CPA at KSO CPAs + Advisors

“Directing your required
minimum distribution
to a charity is a good
option to lower your
adjusted gross income
and receive a tax
benefit, even if itemizing
is not beneficial to you.”

“Creating a donor
advised fund allows
a taxpayer to give a
larger amount in a
higher income tax year,
get immediate tax
results and then donate
over time to charities
from that fund.”

“Stock gifts are an
excellent way for a
taxpayer to lower
their income tax bill
and avoid the capital
gains tax on those
appreciated stocks.”

GOLD

SILVER

American Foods Group LLC /
Gibbon Packing LLC
Anonymous
Jeremy and Angela Armagost
Daniel and Sharon Babl
Barney Insurance
BD Construction
Dean and Paulette Beavers
Susan Bigg
Bow & Arrow Boutique
Bruce Furniture
Bruner Frank Schumacher Husak,
L.L.C.
Bush Family Dentistry
Mark and Becky Butts
Carl and Norma Weber Rev Trust
Central Valley Irrigation
Culligan of Kearney
Cindy Dodson
Dyna Tool and Mold
Exchange Bank
Jim and Marsha Fairbanks
Farm Bureau Insurance - Rich
Peters
FNBO
Fort Theatre Dentistry
Bob and Wanda Glanzer
Great Western Bank
Headwaters Corporation
Heartland Bank
Michael and Jody Heeney
Lance and Chris Hehner
Doug and Marcie Holmes
Bob and Kathy Huddleston
Integrity Dental Arts - Terry
and Judi Sickler

Jacobsen Orr Lindstrom & Holbrook,
P.C., L.L.O.
Roger and Susan Jasnoch
Kearney Hub
Kearney Regional Medical Center
Kearney Visitors Bureau
Jim and Marge Lauer
Kristi Lawson
Dan and Carol Lindstrom
Jerry and Edith Marlatt
Miles and Brenda Marshall
Norris and Lori Marshall
John and Sharon Martin
James and Kathleen McKenzie
Virginia McKinney
Chick and Judy Messbarger
Mid-Nebraska Garage Doors, Inc.
Midwest Connect LLC
Nebraskaland National Bank
Dirk and Angie Nickel
Parker Hannifan
John and JoDell Payne
Pinnacle Bank
Rick and Karen Rhoads
Keith and Jan Rodehorst
Bill and Jeanne Ross
Schrock Medical Clinic
Ken and Lynnda Shaffer
W. Thomas Sorrell
Tye Family Foundation
Valley Pharmacy, Inc.
Craig and Nancy Weber
Tom and Cheryl Weides
David Wiebe

www.kearneyfoundation.org

*As of October 26, 2021

Prayer Shawls
The First United Methodist Church of Kearney and its
Prayer Shawl Ministry recently extended their outreach to
nonprofits in the area. With many different shapes, colors
and patterns, each prayer shawl is unique and made with
care from the ministry.
These shawls
were donated
to local
organizations
such as
Crossroads
Mission Avenue,
Central Nebraska
LOSS (Local
Outreach to
Suicide Survivors),
The S.A.F.E. Center, Family Advocacy Network, The Friends
Program, Jubilee Center and Salvation Army.
Coordination for this effort was made possible with
the help of an anonymous “Prayer Shawl Knitter and
Crocheter” who approached the Foundation and asked if
there was a need for prayer shawls to be distributed and
donated in the community. Jasmine Thompson, KACF
Marketing Coordinator, made calls, scheduled drop offs
and assisted in the donation process.
“The guests were so excited to look through the prayer
shawls and find ones that they liked most. It really brought
hope and happiness to each one,” said Jake Ondrak,
Crossroads Kearney Program Director.
“The Bible teaches us that prayer changes everything.
It was wonderful to receive such a thoughtful gift. The
gift of prayer shawls gave Crossroads an opportunity to
share with our guests that prayer is important, effective,
and changes everything,” said Daniel Buller, Crossroads
Executive Director.
A prayer shawl is a handmade piece worn over the
shoulder or across the lap. Volunteers from the church
knit or crochet the shawls. The only difference between
a prayer shawl and any other shawl is in the making of it.
When creating one, the crafter is very intentional about
their work infusing the piece with a prayer.
“The prayer shawls are making a difference with our Little
Friends. The shawls are a comfort to them, knowing they
have a gift that they can wrap themselves in and feel safe,”
said Tamara Lawter, Director of The Friends Program.
“Everyone has good days, and unfortunately bad days too.
Sometimes all it
takes to flip a bad
day into a good
day is something
as simple as these
items. The Friends
Program is so
appreciative of
these wonderful

